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Largest Charity Tennis Tournament in Louisiana took place in Baton Rouge

January 18, 2006

On the weekend of January 12-15, 2006, Baton Rouge hosted the 4th Annual 2006 Baton Rouge St. Jude Classic.  This is the largest charity tennis event in Louisiana and probably several states with 572 players participating.  The event was a tennis fund-raiser tournament for St. Jude Children=s Research Hospital and its mission in providing treatment for children with cancer and other catastrophic illnesses.  In this very difficult year of Katrina and Rita, the event raised a net donation of $81,000 for St. Jude this year exceeding last year=s total of $80,000 and totaling over a quarter million dollars for St. Jude since its inception in 2003.  Brayden Musso was this year’s Tournament Prince, and Brooklyn Ray was this year’s Tournament Princess.  Ray Anders was the Tournament Director.  Sherwood Forest Country Club (SFCC) was the host facility for the event for the fourth and final time, and the event will be moving to a new location for 2007.  Bocage Racquet Club, Southern Oaks Country Club, and the Paula G. Manship YMCA Lamar Tennis Facility also participated by donating free court time and banquet rooms.     

The festivities started with a Calcutta and live auction party on Thursday night.  Brayden and Brooklyn were anointed with beautiful crowns donated by Crown Trophy on Sherwood Forest as this year’s tournament royalty, and last year’s Susan Virginia Greene Memorial M.V.P. Award was given to Danny Kyle.  Jambalya Shoppe on Government Street donated pork pastalaya, gumbo, homemade banana pudding and Mississippi Mud.  Hors d=oeuvres were catered by SFCC including crawfish pies and catfish pieces with accompanying sauces.  The band Third Street donated their time by jamming away and the players danced until their cars turned into pumpkins again!  

On Friday night, Carrabba’s Italian Grill donated an entire dinner and cooked it onsite while their employees served the meal inside Sherwood Forest Country Club’s 19th Hole banquet room.  Carrabba’s served grilled chicken breast with Marsala Sauce, Cavatappi Amatriciana, Caesar salad, and Songno di Cioccolata for dessert.  The dinner was complimented by wine tasting featuring red wines provided by Churchill’s.  
Special thanks on Saturday and Sunday to Bonefish Grill for serving up piping hot shrimp and potato chowder to the players, and Get Off My Nerves Chiropractic for setting up free massage stations for aching backs and legs and keeping everyone loose.
On Saturday at lunch, hamburgers and grilled chicken sandwiches were grilled by SFCC with all the trimmings and sides.  On Saturday night, the band “Straight Sets” performed after a dinner was provided by SFCC that consisted of pork tenderloin or Tilapia Almandine, rice pilaf, and assorted vegetables.  Hooters supplied hot wings during the dance party, and Paul Wong=s Chinese Inn Restaurant on Bennington also fried up some egg rolls on-site!

La Madeleine Bakery Cafe & Bistro woke up the Sunday breakfast crowd with a $1,000 assortment of crosissants, cookies and fine desserts for all to indulge.  On Sunday afternoon, Outback Steakhouse catered lunch and served its Outback Special steak, grilled chicken, mushrooms, caesar salad, bread and cheesecake.  The lunch was complimented by wine tasting featuring red wines provided by Glazier.  Fresh Pickins, Krispy Kreme, Coors Light, Coca-Cola, and Red Bull also provided refreshments all weekend.  9.0 Champion “The Ringers” won our grand prize of 6 free tickets to the Morgan Keegan St. Jude Professional tennis Tournament in Memphis, Tennessee, in February.

Over 560 people played this weekend, and teams also came from Lafayette, New Orleans, Mandeville and Alexandria.  A couple players even traveled from Memphis and Atlanta to play this year.  Sherwood Forest Country Club was the host tennis facility.  Bocage Racquet Club, Southern Oaks Country Club, and the YMCA Lamar Tennis Facility also participated by donating free court time.     

Outback Steakhouse and Carrabba’s Italian Grill were Diamond level sponsors.  Our Gold level sponsors included Industrial Cooling Tower Services, Inc., Crescent Crown - Coors Light, Williamson Cosmetic Center, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Louisiana, Cyrus Persian Rugs, Amedisys, Crown Trophy, Sullivan Dental Center, Wal-Mart (College Drive, Central & O’Neal Lane locations), Get Off My nerves Chiropractic, Qdoba Mexican Grill, Cajun Gallery & Frame Shop, WAFB Channel 9, and Jambalaya Shoppe on Government Street.  Over 300 other sponsors also donated money, raffle items and talent to make this Baton Rouge event a successful one.  A raffle, live auction, silent auction and special St. Jude merchandise sales over the weekend generated revenues from the players and guests.

This year’s results include:

2006 Susan V. Greene Memorial MVP Award --- Alyce Kantner

Champions*

9.0 --- The Ringers defeated Mixed Up

8.0 Gold -- Gravy Train defeated Mandeville Cunningtons

8.0 Purple -- Alli's Cats defeated Physical Therapy Masters

7.0 Gold -- Brunson Safe & Lock defeated Mandeville Old Crows

7.0 Purple -- Where's the Beer Truck defeated All Bumped Up

6.0 Gold -- The Warriors defeated Ryan

6.0 Purple -- Lafayette Cardiac Kids defeated Lafayette Lob-sters

6.0 Green -- Walk Softly But Carry an OS Stick defeated Happy Birthday

6.0 Pink -- The Sharpies (Abita Springs) defeated Howsyamomandem

* All teams from Baton Rouge unless noted.

If you have any questions, please call me at (225) 252-6065, and I will gladly sit down and discuss details of  this event provides.  Our web page with detailed information about the event, its history, complete sponsor levels and results from the past four years can be found at:  

http://www.louisianatennis.com/stjudetennis/2006_st_jude_tennis_home.htm
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