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PRESS RELEASE   11/17/2006

The Inaugural 2006 Unlocking Autism Country Club of Louisiana Tennis Classic Presented by Brian Harris BMW was held November 2-5, 2006.  This was the largest inaugural charity tennis event ever in Baton Rouge raising a net donation of over $40,000 with 208 players participating in this year’s event.  Players traveled from all over Louisiana to attend the event.  Mary Elliott Turner and Liam Reynolds were this year’s Princess and Prince.  Donni Leaycraft was the Tournament Director.  Co-Chairs for this year’s event were Shelley Reynolds and Beau Brock and the event was organized by the Aquinas League.  Country Club of Louisiana (CCLA) was the host facility for the event whose entire staff went above and beyond making everyone feel welcome during the entire weekend.  Lamar Advertising sponsored the “Lamar Serving Aces for Autism” contest which raised a total of $4,100 where Lamar and other generous companies donated money to Unlocking Autism when players hit aces during matches
The festivities started with a team auction party on Thursday night at Mockler Beverage who provided numerous Anheuser-Busch products for the participants to enjoy.  Liam and Mary were honored as our event royalty, and Shelly Reynolds spoke on the important mission of Unlocking Autism, a Baton Rouge based 501(c)(3) nonprofit.  Dinner was donated by Qdoba Mexican Grill in Town Centre and players feasted on naked steak and spicy chicken burritos, nacho chips and an array of salsas and toppings. 

On Friday night, Carrabba’s Italian Grill donated an entire dinner and cooked it onsite while their employees served the meal next to the serenely lit CCLA poolside dining area.  Carrabba’s served grilled Chicken Marsala, Cavatappi Amatriciana, Caesar salad, and Songno di Cioccolata for dessert.  Brian Harris BMW delivered four fully loaded 2007 vehicles for display and offered players $50 gift cards to everyone who went by for a luxurious test drive in the world’s ultimate driving machines.  A free wine tasting was provided by Churchill’s and the Aquinas League.
On Saturday at lunch at CCLA, Serrano’s Salsa Company served a lunch of  Ecuadorean Ceviche, green salad, grilled vegetables, crab cakes, and verde rice.  At Highland Road Park, Opie’s Cajun Café donated chicken and sausage jambalaya, three different salads, and rolls.  On Saturday night, universally, participants joyously reported CCLA provided the best and tastiest display of food ever at a tennis event in Louisiana by serving generous portions of pork tenderloin, chicken stir fry, mini blue crab cakes, coconut shrimp with Thai chili essence, spinach and artichoke dip with toast points, and a sumptuous antipasto display! After dinner, the band “Third Street” rocked the CCLA Clubhouse in the Nicklaus Room until closing time.  Lokka Day Spa and Retreat provided free massages to heal wounded warriors all day Saturday.

On Sunday afternoon, French Market Bistro served a full lunch to everyone that comprised of its fabulous specialty Napa Salad, Crab & Corn Brie Soup, bread, and iced tea.  Capitol City Produce, Krispy Kreme, Mocker Beverage – Michelob Ultra, and Coca-Cola, also provided fantastic refreshments all weekend.  

Brian Harris BMW was our Presenting Sponsor and deserves much credit for the huge success this event had last weekend.  Many other sponsors are due proper recognition for their enormous contributions in making this event the largest inaugural charity tennis event ever in Baton Rouge and include the following:  Gold level sponsors included Carrabba’s Italian Grill, Qboda Mexican Grill, Lamar, McDonald’s, Christopher Valluzzo, Baton Rouge Business Report, Serrano’s Salsa Company, Wal-Mart on College Drive, Wal-Mart - Central, and Wal-Mart on Siegen Lane.  In addition, over 100 other sponsors also donated money, raffle items and talent to make this Baton Rouge event a successful one.  A raffle, silent auction and special Unlocking Autism merchandise sales over the weekend generated revenues from the players and guests. 
This year’s 2006 M.V.P. Award – Andrea Granier   

Championship Results
5.5F Purple - Donna McCann/Angel Ellis defeated Tammy Baker/Kasey Faul

5.5F Gold - Dawn Escott/Tiffany Villerreal defeated Kim Mansur/Christine Watson

6.5F - Whitney Vann/Charyl Moraux defeated Janice Medlin/Jacqueline Janneck

7.5F - Amy Silver/Dawn Connolly defeated Maggie Hebert/Katie Meyer

 

5.5M - Mike Davis/Brian Hightower defeated Jason Ramey/Paul Ensminger

6.0M - Terry Williams/Ben Lazare defeated Randy Roussel/Bradley Jenkins

6.5M Purple - Marshall Savage/Dwaine Pierce defeated Sandy Ewing/Larry Culpepper 

6.5M Gold - Raul Molieri/Enrique Osuna defeated Al Flores/Alex Flores

7.5M - Jared White/Tommy Indest defeated Robert Rizarri/Scott Greci

Open - Ryan Dornier/Eric Street defeated Jason Hazley/Randy Dornier
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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Unlocking Autism is a 501(c)(3) organization and began service in Baton Rouge in 1999 whose mission is the following:
· To bring the issues of autism from individual homes to the forefront of national dialogue. 
· To join parents and professionals in one concerted effort to fight for these children who cannot lift their voices to the nation for help. 
· To educate parents about pending legislation and existing laws. 
· To educate parents about biomedical treatments and behavioral therapies. 

· To assist parents of newly diagnosed children by providing direction through a parent-to-parent support hotline in an effort to network families across the country. 

· To raise funds for biomedical research, behavioral research, and projects. 
· To Work to increase society's ability to work with and understand people with autism. 

· To help those on the autism spectrum reach their greatest potential in leading fulfilling and productive lives in relationships, society and employment. 
· To educate parents to the danger of mercury to the developing brain of children both born and unborn.





Beau James Brock
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