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2008 Unlocking Autism Combo Classic

Combo Doubles Tennis Tournament 
October 9 – 12, 2008











2008 Steering Committee

Gwen Harmon   Debbie Schott   Chad Hamilton   Tracy Hamilton   Rosalie Barcellona  

Rebecca Hinton   Ricky Hinton    Barry Searles   Liz Jenkins   Jared White   Kent Oubre   

Keith Johnson   Nicole Breaux   Monique Mouier     Shelley Reynolds   Beau James Brock      

   Robby Economides Erika Economides Beth Goidel Missy Lightfoot   Connie Caldwell   
Mark Percle   Sean Hall   Angel Ellis   Jessica Guliano

Dear Friend and Sponsor:

This event is in its third year in Baton Rouge, and you have an opportunity to participate in this project as it grows throughout the community.  Last year’s event raised a net donation of over $26,000!  Unlocking Autism is a 501(c)(3) organization and began service in Baton Rouge in 1999 whose mission is the following:

· To bring the issues of autism from individual homes to the forefront of national dialogue. 

· To join parents and professionals in one concerted effort to fight for these children who cannot lift their voices to the nation for help. 

· To educate parents about pending legislation and existing laws. 

· To educate parents about biomedical treatments and behavioral therapies. 

· To assist parents of newly diagnosed children by providing direction through a parent-to-parent support hotline in an effort to network families across the country. 

· To raise funds for biomedical research, behavioral research, and projects. 

· To Work to increase society's ability to work with and understand people with autism. 

· To help those on the autism spectrum reach their greatest potential in leading fulfilling and productive lives in relationships, society and employment. 

· To educate parents to the danger of mercury to the developing brain of children both born and unborn.

We plan to increase the pool of activities every year in order to make this a growing social and family event in Baton Rouge.  We have already begun contacting media sources in Baton Rouge and intend to fully publicize this event throughout Louisiana.  Southern Oaks Athletic Club will host this year’s event.  The Co-Chairs of this year’s event are Debbie Schott and Gwen Harmon.  

The revenue raised through sponsorships and entrance fees subtracted by expenses will equal the proceeds for this event.  All proceeds will benefit Unlocking Autism.  Every event has expenses.  However, with your help, every penny we can raise in donations either in cash or through in kind gifts will help to reduce these expenses.  

Examples of expenses for this event include:

1)  Door prizes & raffle prizes.


2)
Gifts for winners and runners up.

34
3) Tennis balls.




4)
T-Shirts.

5)
Food for Sunday Brunch.

6)
Soft drinks.

50
7)
Energy drinks



8)
SILENT AUCTION ITEMS.

66
9)
Cell phone usage.


10)
Plaques for donors.

82
11)
Advertising.



12)
Printing.

98
            13)
Paper and Copying.


14)
Chex mix/cookies.

114

15)
Consolation Prizes for all entrants.

We need help in all of these areas.  Most of all, we need cash donations for Unlocking Autism.  For more information about Unlocking Autism, please go to www.unlockingautism.org.  In any manner you are able to give, your support will light a candle of hope and drive away the darkness of despair.  This event is organized by the Aquinas League.  If you are interested in more information about Aquinas League please go to www.aquinasleague.org.

Thank you for your support.  

Please call Beau Brock (225) 252-6065 if you’d like to be a sponsor or to volunteer today! 
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