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2008 Unlocking Autism Classic

Combo Doubles Tennis Tournament 
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2008 Steering Committee

  Gwen Harmon   Debbie Schott   Chad Hamilton   Tracy Hamilton   Rosalie Barcellona  

Rebecca Hinton   Ricky Hinton    Barry Searles   Liz Jenkins   Jared White   Kent Oubre   

Keith Johnson   Nicole Breaux   Monique Mouier     Shelley Reynolds   Beau James Brock      

   Missy Lightfoot   Connie Caldwell   Mark Percle   Robby Economides   Angel Ellis   Jessica Guliano    

PRESS RELEASE

11/3/08
The 3rd Annual 2008 Unlocking Autism Combo Tennis Classic was held this last weekend in October 24 – 26, 2008, at the Southern Oaks Athletic Club and organized by the Aquinas League.  Our Platinum level sponsor was Valero Energy.  This charity tennis event raised a net donation of over $21,000 with 180 players participating in this year’s event, which brought the Aquinas League's 2008 total of net donation for area charities to over $175,000.  Players traveled from all over Louisiana to attend the event.  Johnny Little and Beau Brock were Tournament Directors.  Co-Chairs for this year’s event were Debbie Schott and Gwen Harmon.  Southern Oaks Athletic Club was the host facility for the event whose staff went above and beyond making everyone welcome to the event the entire weekend.  For more information on Unlocking Autism, please go to www.unlockingautism.org or on upcoming Aquinas League organized events please go to www.aquinasleague.org.

The festivities started with a “Calcutta” auction party on Thursday night hosted by Mockler Beverage in their spacious banquet room with a wall-size HDTV and adult beverages served by Mockler employees and the Bud Girls!  Crown Trophy on Sherwood Forest Drive donated plaques for all the GOLD sponsors.  Dinner was donated by Qdoba Mexican Grill and players feasted on their naked burrito bar.  Jambalaya Shoppe on Government Street also served a lunch of a variety jambalaya, white beans and red beans to players Also during the Calcutta, last year’s 2007 M.V.P. Award was formally announced as going to Robby Economides who went above and beyond during last year’s event.

On Friday night, Carrabba’s Italian Grill donated an entire dinner and cooked it onsite while their employees volunteered on their own time to serve the meal.  Carrabba’s served grilled chicken breast with Marsala Sauce, Cavatappi Amatriciana, Caesar salad, and Songno di Cioccolata for dessert.  Renowned artist, Alexander Harvie, painted on-site all weekend and offered some of his works for sale while donating 50% of all proceeds generated to Unlocking Autism.

On Saturday night, the band “Straight Sets” rocked the house after Serrano's provided a lunch  fajitas spread with all the fixings.  Subway and  also provided extra party food to munch on during the dance.  Russell Bonewitz won our Grand Prize in our raffle, a certificate for five entries of a team for the 2009 event.  Dinner was donated by Serop’s Express who provided lite Grecian snacks, and Wild Olive catering company who donated a variety of their special pizzas for the crowd. 
The party was a Halloween Costume themed event again with prizes going to several of the participants.  The following were among the top:  Best Costume: Donna & Pat (Big Blue) McCann (Brick & Bricklayer); Sexiest: Monique Mouier & Nichole Breaux (Little Miss Muffet & Alice in Wonderland); Best Group: Heidi & Scott Towns, (The Pirates); Best Couple: Kellie & Ali Momenzadeh (Sarah Palin & John McCain) ; Funniest: Beth & Kerry Goidel (The Bobbits); Most Creative: Angel Ellis (Refrigerator Magnet); Scariest: Modern Vampire (Sam Blount).  Decorations were ghoulishly prepared by Co-Chair Gwen Harmon with committee assistance. 
On Sunday afternoon for lunch, Cajun Catch from Zachary served a full lunch of po-boys, homemade coleslaw, and their famous homemade cookies.  Winn Dixie - Prairieville, Krispy Kreme, Mockler Beverage - Budwesier, Pepsi, and Monster Energy drinks also provided refreshments to players all weekend.  

Our Platinum level sponsor was Valero Energy.  Gold level sponsors included Merrill Lynch, Carrabba's, Mockler Beverage - Budweiser, Qboda Mexican Grill, Wal-Mart, Crown Trophy, Silk Screen Shop, Serrano's Salsa Company, and Jambalaya Shoppe on Government Street.  Over 100 other sponsors also donated money, raffle items and talent to make this Baton Rouge event a successful one.  A raffle, silent auction and special Unlocking Autism merchandise sales over the weekend-generated revenues from the players and guests.

This year’s 2008 Unlocking Autism Co-MVP’s – Monique Mouier & Nichole Breaux

 This event is organized by the Aquinas League.  If you are interested in more information about Aquinas League please go to www.aquinasleague.org.  Thank you for your support.  Please call Beau Brock (225) 252-6065 if you’d like to be a sponsor or to volunteer today! 
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