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2nd Annual 2004 Baton Rouge St. Jude Classic




Team Mixed Doubles Tennis Tournament


  January 15 - 18, 2004
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  Ray Veillon   Ralph Dyer   Tommy Indest   Kim Corkern Beaver   Barry Searles   Chris Dazet   Linda Knecht     
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Libby McKerley  Laurie McKnight   Steve Viccellio    Freddy Bailey     Julie Guidry

PRESS RELEASE
January 22, 2004

On the weekend of January 15-18, 2004, Baton Rouge hosted the 2nd Annual 2004 Baton Rouge St. Jude Classic.  It was a tennis fund-raiser tournament for St. Jude Children=s Research Hospital and its mission in providing treatment for children with cancer and other catastrophic illnesses.  The event raised a net donation of over $61,000 for St. Jude this year exceeding last year=s total of $29,000.  Skylar Paige Hunt, aged four, was this year’s Tournament Princess. 

Ray Anders was the Tournament Director.  Sherwood Forest Country Club (SFCC) was the host facility for the event.  SFCC Resident Sous Chef Sonny Creel created and supervised all food prepartion served by SFCC.

The festivities started with a Calcutta party on Thursday night.  Skylar was crowned this year’s tournament princess, and last year’s Susan Virginia Greene MVP Award was given to Matt Rovira.  A special appearance was made by country music star Joe Diffie, who met with Skylar and took pictures with her.  Delicious heavy hors d=oeuvres were prepared and served by SFCC including catfish strips, steamship round roast with rolls and relish, and a large fruit, vegetable and cheese tray.  Paul Wong=s Chinese Inn Restaurant also supplied egg rolls and fried rice.  On Friday night, outside vendor sponsors included:  Jambalaya Shoppe which served its special spicy pork spaghetti jambalaya; DeAngelo’s Pizzeria which served parmesan penne pasta, caesar salad & mozzarella bread; and Tony’s Seafood brought one seafood tray and one boudin tray.  On Saturday at lunch, hamburgers and grilled chicken sandwiches were grilled by SFCC with all the trimmings and sides.  On Saturday night, the band “Straight Sets” performed after a dinner was provided by SFCC which consisted of a pork loin with peppercorn crust with au poivre sauce or grilled mahi mahi with lobster buerre blanc, busted new potatoes, carrots with parsley and butter, bread pudding and cobbler. On Sunday afternoon, Outback Steakhouse catered lunch and served its Outback Special steak, rack of lamb, lobster crab balls, mushrooms, caesar salad, bread and cheesecake.  The lunch was complimented by wine tasting featuring an Australian Shiraz red wine from McGuigan Winery, the Outback Steakhouse house wine.  Krispy Kreme, Coors Light, Coca-Cola, and Red Bull also provided refreshments all weekend.  Meche’s Doughnut King supplied king cakes for a festive Sunday afternoon snack for the event.  Brookside Insurance Agency sponsored our $10,000 “Hope for an Ace” contest that created a lot of excitement Sunday when five people took a shot at winning $10,000.

Over 400 people played this weekend, and teams also came from New Orleans, Lafayette, Monroe and Alexandria.  Sherwood Forest Country Club was the host tennis facility.  Bocage Racquet Club, Shenandoah Country Club, and Fairwood Country Club also participated by donating free court time.  Special thanks to the St. Thomas More Youth Ministry and the Baton Rouge Bar Association for supplying numerous volunteers both before and during the event.   

Outback Steakhouse and Clear Channel Communications, WYNK 101.5 and 96.1 the River were Diamond Level Sponsors.  Our Gold Level Sponsors included Industrial Cooling Tower Services, Inc., Pfizer, Quality Brands, Inc.- Coors Light, the Irene W. & C.B. Pennington Foundation, Williamson Cosmetic Center, and Blue Cross Blue Shield of Louisiana.  Over 100 other sponsors also donated money, raffle items and talent to make this Baton Rouge event a successful one.  A raffle, silent auction and special St. Jude merchandise sales over the weekend generated revenues from the players and guests.
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