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July 15, 2005

PRESS RELEASE

Cancer Services and SmithBarney CitiGroup presented the 2nd Annual Cancer Services of Greater Baton Rouge Tennis and Golf Classic June 23rd - 26th at the Sherwood Forest Country Club.  The tournaments were held in memory of two individuals who lost their battle with cancer - the tennis tournament in memory of Teri Meiners Hopkins and the golf tournament in memory of Gary W. Frank.  This was the second largest charity tennis event in Louisiana raising a net donation of over $36,000 with 230 players participating in the tennis and golf events almost trebling last year’s inaugural effort of $12,500, which honored Susan Virginia Greene.  Players traveled from all over south Louisiana and Mississippi to attend the event.   

Treva Parolli-Barnes was this year’s Teri Hopkins Memorial Tennis Classis Honorary Chairperson and Pam Stoewer was this year’s Gary W. Frank Memorial Golf Classic Honorary Chairperson.  Ray Anders was the Tournament Director.  Sherwood Forest Country Club (SFCC) was the host facility for the event.  

The festivities started with a “Calcutta” auction party on Thursday night.  Treva and Pam were recognized as Honorary Chairs with flowers donated by Winn-Dixie in Prairieville.  Dinner was donated by Jambalaya Shoppe on Government and players feasted on pork pastalaya, chicken jambalaya, white beans and Jambalaya Shoppe’s homemade scrumptious bread pudding. 

On Friday night, Carrabba’s Italian Grill donated an entire dinner and cooked it onsite while their employees served the meal inside Sherwood Forest Country Club’s 19th Hole banquet room.  Carrabba’s served grilled chicken breast with Marsala Sauce, Cavatappi Amatriciana, Caesar salad, and Songno di Cioccolata for dessert.  
On Saturday at lunch, Mike Anderson’s served a lunch of catfish strips, hush puppies and coleslaw to players.  This was also complimented later by deluxe combination pizzas purchased in the afternoon for anyone still hungry courtesy of Mike Anderson’s as well.  On Saturday night, the band “Kenny Altazin & Straight Sets” rocked the house after a dinner was provided by Sherwood Forest Country Club which consisted of barbeque brisket, baked potatoes with all the fixings, green beans almandine, salad bar and peach and blackberry cobblers for dessert. Also during the dance, last year’s 2004 Gary W. Frank Memorial M.V.P. Award was formally presented to Martin Padial who went above and beyond during last year’s event in his volunteerism and work. 

La Madeleine Bakery Cafe & Bistro woke up the Sunday breakfast crowd with a glorious assortment of croissants, cookies and fine desserts for all to indulge.  On Sunday afternoon for lunch, DeAngelo's served Broschetta Pomadora and Sensation Salad Roasted Chicken Pasta Salad.  Father Frank Bass of St. Thomas More Catholic Church nobly came out on Sunday afternoon in the middle of his busy day to bless four memorial benches dedicated to fallen friends.  Lowe’s on Siegen and Cortana Drive donated these benches for the second year in a row and Crown Trophy on Sherwood Forest Drive prepared the memorial tags.
Southdown’s Gym served free smoothies, powerade, and coffee to players all weekend starting Saturday morning.  Fresh Pickins, Krispy Kreme, Coors Light, Coca-Cola, and Red Bull also provided refreshments all weekend.  Brookside Insurance Agency sponsored our Saturday night “Cash Contest.  Winn-Dixie in Prairieville also supplied extra beer and refreshments during Sunday’s Championship tennis rounds in the afternoon.  

SmithBarney Citigroup was this year’s Presenting sponsor.  Herman Soong, M.D., Carrabba’s Italian Grill, and 1300 AM WIBR “The Capital’s Big Talker” were our Platinum level sponsors. Our Gold level sponsor was Silk Screen Shop.  Silver level sponsors included Crown Trophy, Lee Michaels Fine Jewelry, Mike Anderson Seafood, Robert Roth Jewelers, American Business Systems, DeAngelo’s, Cajun Gallery & Frame Shop, The Advocate, Wal-Mart on College Drive, Baton Rouge Beer – Miller Lite, and Jambalaya Shoppe on Government Street.  Over 100 other sponsors also donated money, raffle items and talent to make this Baton Rouge event a successful one.  A raffle, silent auction and special Cancer Services merchandise sales over the weekend generated revenues from the players and guests.

This year’s 2005 Gary W. Frank Memorial MVP Award – Glenn Johnson
Barry Searles, Co-Chairperson
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