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PRESS RELEASE

On the weekend of January 13-16, 2005, Baton Rouge hosted the 3rd Annual 2005 Baton Rouge St. Jude Classic.  This is the largest charity tennis event in Louisiana and probably several states with over 500 players participating.  The event was a tennis fund-raiser tournament for St. Jude Children=s Research Hospital and its mission in providing treatment for children with cancer and other catastrophic illnesses.  The event raised a net donation of $80,000 for St. Jude this year exceeding last year=s total of $63,000.  Carter Morris was this year’s Tournament Prince, and Lauren White was this year’s Tournament Princess.  Ray Anders was the Tournament Director.  Sherwood Forest Country Club (SFCC) was the host facility for the event.  

The festivities started with a Calcutta and live auction party on Thursday night.  Carter and Lauren were annointed with beautiful crowns donated by Crown Trophy on Sherwood Forest as this year’s tournament royalty, and last year’s Susan Virginia Greene Memorial M.V.P. Award was given to Jan Hollinger.  Delicious heavy hors d=oeuvres were prepared and served by SFCC including catfish strips, steamship round roast with rolls and relish, and a large fruit, vegetable and cheese tray.  Paul Wong=s Chinese Inn Restaurant also supplied egg rolls and fried rice and Jambalya Shoppe on Government Street provided pork pastalaya.  Flowers for the event were donated by Marino’s Florist.  Shine D.J. Services donated his time by spinning records and the players danced until the clock struck twelve!  

On Friday night, DeAngelo’s Pizzeria in Zachary served parmesan penne pasta, caesar salad & mozzarella bread.  Southdown’s Gym served free smoothies and coffee to players all weekend starting Friday night.  Special thanks to Physical Therapy Masters and Get Off My Nerves Chiropractic for setting up free massage stations for aching backs and legs and keeping everyone loose.
On Saturday at lunch, hamburgers and grilled chicken sandwiches were grilled by SFCC with all the trimmings and sides.  On Saturday night, the band “Straight Sets” performed after a dinner was provided by SFCC which consisted of a pork tenderloin with peppercorn crust with au poivre sauce or grilled mahi mahi, busted new potatoes, carrots with parsley and butter, bread pudding and cobbler.  Winn Dixie supplied food trays during the dance party. 

La Madeleine Bakery Cafe & Bistro woke up the Sunday breakfast crowd with a $1,000 assortment of crosissants, cookies and fine desserts for all to indulge.  On Sunday afternoon, Outback Steakhouse catered lunch and served its Outback Special steak, grilled chicken, mushrooms, caesar salad, bread and cheesecake.  The lunch was complimented by wine tasting featuring red wines provided by Churchill’s and Glazier.  Sunday late afternoon was topped off by Mike Anderson’s serving up piping hot spicy crawfish chowder to the players.  Fresh Pickins, Krispy Kreme, Coors Light, Coca-Cola, and Red Bull also provided refreshments all weekend.  Brookside Insurance Agency sponsored our $10,000 “Hope for an Ace” contest that created a lot of excitement Sunday when five people took a shot at winning $10,000.  Team Donald Dawson won our grand prize of 6 free tickets and 2 seats in the St. Jude luxury box to the Kroger St. Jude Professional tennis Tournament in Memphis, Tennessee, in February.

Over 500 people played this weekend, and teams also came from New Orleans, Lafayette, Monroe and Alexandria.  A couple players even traveled from Nashville and Houston to play this year.  Sherwood Forest Country Club was the host tennis facility.  Bocage Racquet Club, Shenandoah Country Club, and the YMCA Lamar Tennis Facility also participated by donating free court time.     

Outback Steakhouse was a Diamond level sponsor.  Pfizer was a Platinum level sponsor. Our Gold level sponsors included Industrial Cooling Tower Services, Inc., Clark Distributing - Coors Light, the Irene W. & C.B. Pennington Foundation, Williamson Cosmetic Center, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Louisiana and Cyrus Persian Rugs.  Over 300 other sponsors also donated money, raffle items and talent to make this Baton Rouge event a successful one.  A raffle, live auction, silent auction and special St. Jude merchandise sales over the weekend generated revenues from the players and guests.
This year’s results include:

2005 Susan Virginia Greene Memorial MVP Award – Danny Kyle
Final Results by Division:
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