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PRESS RELEASE


The 3rd Annual 2006 Cancer Services of Greater Baton Rouge Tennis Classic in Memory of Helen George Dazet was held June 15 – 18, 2006, at the Bocage Racquet Club.  This was the second largest charity tennis event in Louisiana raising a net donation of over $41,000 with 240 players participating in this year’s event, which exceeded last year’s total net of $34,500.  Players traveled from all over Louisiana and even a few from Florida to attend the event.  Kay Planchard was this year’s Honorary Chairperson.  Kirsty Berthelot was the Tournament Director.  Co-Chairs for this year’s event were Dr. Herman Soong, Connie Frank Soong, and Barry Searles.  Bocage Racquet Club was the host facility for the event whose staff went above and beyond making everyone feel welcome to the event the entire weekend.  

The festivities started with a “Calcutta” auction party on Thursday night.  Memorial tennis benches were dedicated and blessed by Father Jerry Martin of St. Patrick’s Catholic Church honoring the memory of Helen Dazet and Ken Berthelot.  Crown Trophy on Sherwood Forest Drive prepared the memorial tags.  Kay Planchard was recognized as Honorary Chair.  Dinner was donated by Jambalaya Shoppe on Government and players feasted on pork pastalaya, chicken jambalaya, white beans and Jambalaya Shoppe’s homemade scrumptious banana pudding. 

On Friday night, Carrabba’s Italian Grill donated an entire dinner and cooked it onsite while their employees served the meal inside Bocage’s dining room.  Carrabba’s served grilled chicken breast with Marsala Sauce, Cavatappi Amatriciana, Caesar salad, and Songno di Cioccolata for dessert.  
On Saturday at lunch, Qdoba Mexican Grill served a lunch of  a variety of their special “naked burritos” to players.  On Saturday night, the band “Kenny Altazin & Straight Sets” rocked the house after Bocage Racquet Club provided a dinner.  Also during the dance, last year’s 2005 Gary W. Frank Memorial M.V.P. Award was formally presented to Glenn Johnson who went above and beyond during last year’s event in his volunteerism and work.  Wow Wings and Subway also provided extra party food to munch on during the dance. John L. Lowery & Associates, Inc., sponsored our Saturday night “Cash Contest.”  Physical Therapy Masters provided free massages to heal wounded warriors all day Saturday.

La Madeleine Bakery Cafe & Bistro woke up the Sunday breakfast crowd with a glorious assortment of croissants, cookies and fine desserts for all to indulge.  On Sunday afternoon for lunch, DeAngelo's served a full lunch to everyone which was accompanied by a special chicken and andouille sausage gumbo prepared by Chef Ralph “Raul” Dazet.  Fresh Pickins, Krispy Kreme, Coors Light, Coca-Cola, and Red Bull also provided refreshments all weekend.  

Carrabba’s Italian Grill, WAFB Channel 9, Cajun Gallery and Frame Shop, and Cyrus Persian Rugs were our Platinum level sponsors. Our Gold level sponsors included Coors Light – Crescent Crown, Newt Reynolds Portrait Artist, Wilson Sporting Goods, Louis DeAngelo’s, Qboda Mexican Grill, and Williamson Cosmetic Center.  Silver Level sponsors included Crown Trophy, Lee Michaels Fine Jewelry, Robert Roth Jewelers, American Business Systems, Silk Screen Shop, The Advocate, Wal-Mart on College Drive, Walmart - Central, Walk-On’s, Hair by Greta, Tony’s Seafood, Coach Paul Dietzel, Keith Johnson, Sullivan Dental Center, Industrial Cooling Tower Services, Inc., Captain Legendary Band, Amedisys, Live Music, Court Reporters of Louisiana, Rubensteins – Men’s & Women’s Clothing of New Orleans, Mike Anderson’s Seafood, and Jambalaya Shoppe on Government Street.  Over 100 other sponsors also donated money, raffle items and talent to make this Baton Rouge event a successful one.  A raffle, silent auction and special Cancer Services merchandise sales over the weekend-generated revenues from the players and guests.

This year’s 2006 Gary W. Frank Memorial MVP Award – Scott Escott

Final Results by Division
5.0 – Carmel Ensminger/Paul Ensminger def. Ashleigh Fife/Jason Payne 6-1, 6-2

6.0 White – Tiffany Villerreal/Jason Thomas def. Brenda Saltz/Brad O’Rourke 6-3, 4-6, 1-0 (10-8)

6.0 Green – Tonya McCown/Paul McCown def. Heidi Fisher/Dupree Parker 6-1, 6-1

6.0 Purple – Dawn Escott/Danny Kyle def. Caroline Escude/Donald O’Rourke 6-1, 6-4

6.0 Gold – Sybil Rhodes/Kevin Robshaw def. Ingrid Osuna/Enrique Osuna 6-2, 6-2

7.0 Green – Alise Martin/Kody Kilshaw (1st), Kerry Capron/Mike Fournet (2nd)

7.0 Purple – Linda Bordelon/Charles Mayeaux def. Stacy Carling/Michael Edmonson 6-0, 6-0 (default)

7.0 Gold – Dawn Connolly/”Chef” Philippe Parola def. Cherie Favaro/Michael Farr 6-4, 4-6, 1-0 (10-6)

8.0 Purple – Paula Eddy/Chuck Sutton (1st), Meliva Suico/Val Suico (2nd)

8.0 Gold – Marilyn LeJeune/Kevin Johnson def. Rebecca Guirard/Jared White 6-3, 6-2

9.0 – Tracy Simpson/Kevin Simpson def. Colleen Lazaro/Brad Lazaro 6-7 (10-8), 6-2, 1-0 (10-5)
Barry Searles, Co-Chairperson  -- 229-6240
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