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Largest Charity Tennis Tournament in Louisiana took place in Baton Rouge Organized by the Aquinas League raising a $90,000 net donation for St. Jude!
January 18, 2007

On the weekend of January 11-14, 2007, Bocage Racquet Club hosted the 5th Annual 2007 Baton Rouge St. Jude Classic organized by the Aquinas League.  This is the largest charity tennis event in Louisiana and probably several states with 650 players participating.  “The Baton Rouge Classic is one of the most dynamic tennis events in Louisiana, and we are proud to be involved to support a charity that means so much to the children of the world," said Jason Green, Stanford Group Company managing director.

The event was a tennis fund-raiser tournament for St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital and its mission in providing treatment for children with cancer and other catastrophic illnesses.  In its fifth year, the event raised a net donation of $90,000 for St. Jude this year exceeding last year’s total of $82,000 and totaling over $340,000 dollars for St. Jude since its inception in 2003.  Megan Wilson was this year’s Tournament Princess.  Ed Gaskell was the Tournament Director and John Sruk and Eric Street were Tournament Referees.  Bocage Racquet Club was the host facility for the event for the first time drawing rave reviews for its facility and staff.  The Country Club of Louisiana, Southern Oaks Athletic Club, and the Paula G. Manship YMCA Lamar Tennis Center also participated by donating free court time and meeting rooms. 
The festivities started with a team auction and kick-off party on Thursday night at Bocage Racquet Club.  Megan was anointed with a beautiful tiara donated by Jeannine’s Bridal as this year’s tournament royalty, and last year’s Susan Virginia Greene Memorial M.V.P. Award was presented to Alyce Kantner.  Jambalaya Shoppe on Government Street donated pork pastalaya, jambalaya, white beans, homemade banana pudding and Mississippi Mud.  

On Friday night, Carrabba’s Italian Grill donated an entire dinner and cooked it onsite while their employees served the meal inside Bocage’s dining room.  Carrabba’s served grilled chicken breast with Marsala Sauce, Cavatappi Amatriciana, Caesar salad, and Songno di Cioccolata for dessert.  At the YMCA Lamar Tennis Center, Opie’s Cajun Café provided players with gumbo and dessert to keep them warm.  Special thanks to Lokka Day Spa & Retreat for setting up free massage stations for aching backs and legs and keeping everyone loose on Saturday afternoon.

On Saturday at lunch, hamburgers and chicken breast sandwiches were grilled by Bocage with all the trimmings and sides.  On Saturday night, the band “Straight Sets” performed after a dinner was provided by Bocage that consisted of Lasagna, crawfish fettuccini, mixed vegetables, bread, salad, and chocolate cake.  During the dance party, players also enjoyed the Saints victory on two large screen T.V. sets and munched on sandwiches donated by Subway.  Geaux Saints!
La Madeleine Bakery Cafe & Bistro woke up the Sunday breakfast crowd with a $1,000 assortment of croissants, cookies and fine desserts for all to indulge.  On Sunday afternoon, Outback Steakhouse catered lunch and served its Outback Special steak, mushrooms, caesar salad, bread and cheesecake.  Fresh Pickins, Krispy Kreme, Coors Light, Coca-Cola, and Red Bull also provided refreshments all weekend.  8.0 Champion Olivier/Kantner won our Grand Prize of 6 free tickets to the Morgan Keegan St. Jude Professional Tennis Tournament in Memphis, Tennessee, in February.

Outback Steakhouse, Carrabba’s Italian Grill, and Cox Communications were Diamond level sponsors.  Platinum level was Stanford Financial Group; Our Gold level sponsors included Industrial Cooling Tower Services, Inc., Bud Parnell, Price LeBlanc – Lexus, MI Swaco, Arthur J. Gallagher & Co., Cajun Gallery & Frame Shop, Crescent Crown - Coors Light, Williamson Cosmetic Center, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Louisiana, The Rug Store, Crown Trophy, Academy Sports & Outdoors, Wal-Mart (College Drive, Central & O’Neal Lane locations), Qdoba Mexican Grill,  WAFB Channel 9, Donnie Jarreau Construction, Robert Roth Jewelers, and Jambalaya Shoppe on Government Street.  Over 300 other sponsors also donated money, raffle items and talent to make this Baton Rouge event a successful one.  A raffle, live auction, silent auction and special St. Jude merchandise sales over the weekend generated revenues from the players and guests.  Anyone interested in volunteering for future Aquinas League events can go to www.aquinasleague.org.
This year’s results include:

2007 Susan V. Greene Memorial MVP Award --- Angel Ellis
Champions*

9.0 -- Moore/Kantner 9.0 defeated The Ringers
8.0 Gold – Olivier/Kantner 8.0 defeated Mandeville 8.0
7.0 Gold – Mandeville Beau Chene Champs defeated Lafayette Jeremy’s Jems 2-1
7.0 Purple – Three of a Kind defeated You’ve Been Served 3-0
7.0 Green – All in the Family defeated It’s All Good 3-0
6.0 Gold – Red Door Interiors defeated Different Strokes 2-1
6.0 Purple --  Ryan defeated SSRK 3-0
6.0 Green – Group Sets defeated Lafayette Dynamic Duos 2-1
* All teams from Baton Rouge unless noted.

If you have any questions, please call me at (225) 252-6065, and I will gladly sit down and discuss details of this event provides.  Our web page with detailed information about the event, its history, complete sponsor levels and results from the past four years can be found at:  

http://www.aquinasleague.org
 





Sincerely,


Beau James Brock & Liz Jenkins

Co-Chairpersons
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